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Trinity Sunday Proclamation of the Gos¬

pel of Great Joy and Glad Tid¬
ings Unto All People.
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livingstone as a Christian Pioneer, and the
Herald Enterprise Discoursed On by

the Rev. David Mitchell.
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Bishop Bowman at the Brook¬
lyn Academy.

Bishop Wiley on the Power of
the Gospel.

Father Sheridan on the Foundation
Stone of Christianity.

Father Koan at &t. Pat¬
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OHUEOH OF THE MESSIAH.
Tho Natnre, Authority and Mission of
Christ.A Complete Exposition of the
Unitarian Delict.Sermon by llcv. Dr.
Stebbins, of Ithaca.
There was an unusually large attendance yester¬

day morning at the Church of the Mssslah, coi ner
of Park avenue and Thirty-fourth street. Rev. l)r.
Ruths P. Stebbins, of Ithaca, N. Y.f occupied the
pulpit. He chose for his text Matthew xvl., 13-18.
;4,When Jesus came Into the coasts of Ccsarea
Phtllppl he asked his disciples, saying, 'Whom do
men say that 1, the Son of Man, awt" And thoy said,
'Some say that Thou art John the Baptist, some
Ellas, and others Jeremlas, or one of the Prophets.'
He said unto them, 'Rut whom say ye that I amf"
And Simon Peter answered and said, 'Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God.' And
Jesus answered and said unto him, 'Blessed
art thou, Simon Bar-jona; for flesh and blood hath
not revealed It unto thee, but My Father which Is
In heaven. * * * And upon this rock I will build
My Church, and tbe gates of liell shall not prevail
against it.'» So we believe. We accept Joyfully the
confession of Peter, which received the approval
and blessing of the Saviour. We take but little in.
terest In tho speculations of men respecting

CUniST'S RANK IN THE UNIVERSE.
We are more anxious of partaking of His spirit, of
being enlightened by His truths, of being raised
(Tom tbe darkness of sin and death Into the light of
holiness and the hope of life everlastlug by Ills re¬
generating power. Jesus Is to us a being to be
loved, trusted, followed, obeyed Joyfully; not a per¬
son to be submitted to the crucibles of a subtile
theological chemistry and analyzed according to
the most approved methods oi our metaphysical
Lleblgs. We have our opinions of the person
of Christ and of His -relations to the
Father, although we do not exult them to
the first place in our articles of belief. That He
held pecultar and Intimate relations to God, His
Father, Is evident In almost every sentence of our
Saviour's teacl lug, In almost every set of His life.
He was the Son of God in such a sense as to distin¬
guish Him from all other sons. In Him dwelt all
the fulness of the Godhead bodily. He know the
Father as no one else knew Him. He was without
sin. He always did His Father's will. Whatever
He was and all He was came from God. All His

Sower was iroin God; all U s works, all Ills words,
e laid down ills life at His father's command. Vet

He was not the Father, but the Son of tho Father-
Pill of the grace and truth which the l ather had
shed on Uim abundantly. In this grace and truth
we dciiglit; it is more to us than any

ANALYSIS OP CHRIST'S NATURE
for definition of Ids exact internal relations to God
We cannot patiently witness the dissection of
Christ's nature anil listen to the cold descJptlon of
ills spiritual organization. Are the immortal paint¬ings of Allston or Hlerstadt to be enjoyed by an

'tinted oanalysis of their pigments f Or arc the tinted glo¬
ries of a summers sunset to be enjoyed by an ex-

?(lunation of the frangibillty of the different rays of
Ight» The ancestry, rank and nature of Christ are
not those subjects which luterest us most deeply.
We arc more anxious to learn what our Saviour has
taught us of God, duty, destiny, life. Immortality, Its
mode of attainiueut, the evil of sin, and how we
may eseape Its power; the excellence of goodness,
und how we may secure its treasures. These are
the subjects which most deeply interest us. Does
the history of the messenger from war, or Ills tid¬
ings from our friends, int -rest us most ? How
would our souls burn with indignation were a cu¬
rious-minded, self-constituted committee to sur¬
round tho messenger und forbid all questions nntll
they first satisfactorily ascertained his age, rank,
ancestry, education und nuiioualitv t Not in si¬
lence will we permit others to surround the

MESSENGER FROM THE FATHER.
They are impotent when they attempt it. Tho
light of the Bun of Righteousness overleaps all
their walls of exclusion, as the gloiles of morning
pour over the mountain tops and Hood the valleys.
The sound of the Master s words will go forth to the
ends of the earth, like the i-ong of the stars. We
behold the heavenly messenger before us. Tell us,
oh, tell us, 0 Hlvlue Messenger, of the great power
which made and governs the world. Tell us, can
sin be foigiven; can the leprosy of wrongdoing
be cured r Iio the dead.our dead.live ? Ijo they
live In lu-aven ? .Shall we ascend those holy heights ?
What is the way thither ? Or shall we lie with the
clou and perish under It, and think and enjoy and
and love no more forever? Speak! oh, speak 1 He
speaks, and we tremtillngly listen to His Inspiring
words:."Come unto me, all yc that labor and are
heavily laden, and I will give you rest. I am the
resurrection und tho life. He that believetb
In Me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live; and Tie that llveth and bellevethIn Me shall never die. In My Father's house are
many mansions, where you shall behold My glory;your Heavenly Father Is more willing to give yongood things than earthly piuenis are to give goodfills to tnelr children." it is enough; Cod Ih ourather; sin can be torglven; our holy ones are Inheaven; we shall follow tnem thither; Jesus Is the
wav, the truth aud the life; away with hypothesesana hvpostasles; away with controversies anddogmatisms about Christ's rank and essence ; awaywith unintelligible terms, and complex natures, anddualities wlrich perplex reason and confound faith.This la our simple, Intelligible, yet grand, compre¬hensive, inspiring doctrine of Christ. Before Itvanish all human theories, speculations and aftlrma-tlons. We do not allow ourselves to be be-wlldored In the

TANGI.KD MAZES OF MAN'S DEVICES.
If we have the spirit of Christ we know that wo
are His. If we follow His voice we know that we
are of Hla fold. If we accept His teachings we
know that we arc Ills disciples. After enlarging onthis point he proceeded to show that the I'nKurTnns
do not deny Christ, as the reverend speaker said
they are lguorantij, if not slanderously, reported to
do- They believe, with J'eter, that "Christ Is the
Son of the living Cod." It has un origin higher
than that of synods or convocations or councils.
God Is its author. It has an upproval higher th ru
ttiut of presbyteries and consistories, bland back,
popes, With your mitres; bishops, with your cro¬
siers; councils, with your articles; presbyteries,
with your conlesslons; churches, with your creeds I
BtRnd back and give room for the divlnely-lnaplred,
heaven-sanctioned confession of Peter.our confes¬
sion.a confession on which our Church Is built, on
which our hope rests, ana which will endure after
the mitres of popes, the crosiers of bishops, the ar¬
ticles of councils, the confessions of presbyteriesand the creeds of churches shall have perishedfrom human record and human memory I liis next
point wus respecting the

AlTltORlTY OF CHRIST,lie said that the Unitarians (relieved that to Jesns
as the Bon of God ttic spirit was given without
measure, so that His words to tliern are God's
words, His promises God's promises, und ills worksGod's works. Their faith In Him was as full, asfree, as undoubted as If the Father had In Ills ownperson dwelt In that human form: had done thosePi ,wor^8i bad spoken those life-giving words.Had the words which Jesus spake been uttered byIn n/w i',rl8fi from the open heavens their conti-Otnce In their truth would lie no greater. Whoud'ls more assumes God's prerogative; who askspiorc betrays a lack of confidence in the Saviour s

»».
t "!* "',rHl,1«:d the unitarian be¬lief as to the nature and authority of Christ heentered upoa the concluding portion oi Ins uis-

tiie mission or ciihistIf .Tb"v believed that God gave Chri' t to be ft Sa-vlotir, "to save that which was lost;'* that mill-clent power was given ifun to be such SaviourThe great purpose ol Christ's D)lesion was to rocou-

« ,??',#5i,m wrullu but men's lust, that the Sa¬
viour came It was »o< to bear the punishment of
the i rm/ltfi r» *1". but to win him from Its com nils-
sum rt Lu" utlon shame ami ruin. It was not to
satlsfv luBtice, but to show mercy; It waa not to
vlnd cato the law, hut to reveal pardon, proclaim
f r lveuess" it was uot that Clod might be Just lu
pa lloiiing. but that man might be Induced t««£-Isnt iailou, that the Saviour came Into
the world; H was not that God s wrah
demanded a victim, but that mans *.JthHoiurht one. that .Iobus was crucified. Ihty
di l not believe tliat Christ came to rescuo ns from
the hands ot an angrv Ciod. but to lead us to a com-mU onate Father, he Insisted that there Is not a

. the Gospel or scripture teaching any
such doctrine. He enlarged upon the paruV.le of
the prodignl son, and In eloquent
guai'O unfolded Its teachings. Theirbellefas to the
nature, authority and mission or Christ as Christ
the Saviour.this he en.orced at the close as clear,

'distinct, intelligible anilBorlpturH . Iu ths falth
said the reverend speaker, we desire to live, in
Its strength we can bear Ufe's bnrdenJ^relish life
iiioHsini:h' with serene trust wc can meet lues
trials and sorows; with brightening hope we cannwait the future; and wlicn tnc da,v <Uukens aud
tn«> f>7i« irrowH dim we can rentier manna rouou,
who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ."

GREENE STREET PRESBYTERIAN GHUROH.
Africa for Christ and lilvlngitow a Pi¬
oneer.The Wonderful Enterprise of the
Herald.Sermon by the Rev. David
Mitchell. i
In the above church yesterday forenoon the pas¬

tor, Uev. David Mitchell, preached on the subject of
the A'rican mission In connection with Dr. Living¬
ston", taking for his text Revelations xL. 16. "Tho
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms
of our Lord and or Ills Christ; and Ho shall reign
forever and ever."
Hp said that to Ills mind Africa possessed an all-

absorbing interest. It was once taught In the
schools that the vast Interior of tho Continent or
that country was an arid desert. The travels of
Bruce and others have shown the fallacy of that
touching. There Is one name connected with Afri¬
can exploration that needs only to be mentioned to
call forth onr gratitude and admiration. It Is the
name of Livingstone, one of

THE NOBLEST OF LIVING MEN.
We regard him as the greatest missionary of mod¬
ern times. IltB whole life we muy say, has been
dedh ated to missionary enterprise. He fitted him¬
self lor the apostolic work of healing and preach-
liur bv studying medicine as well as tlioo ogy.
went forth 'as an agent of the London M sslonary
Society, and has never turned to the right nor to
the loft from the absorbing ambition of his life, lie
Is Altogether a different type of a Jthe common run. He can grapple with bodlly wiuns
a-well as with mental and spiritual. Ho Is well
1, arned In the scleuces. Ilo studies the na¬
tional features of t'ao country us well as
Its races and tribes or its men aud women.
His astonishing peiseverance, patience and cour-
ago, allied with his genius and faith, made hlin one
of the glorious few who do not know defeat or fal1-
iire. It was not matter or surprise, therefore, to
find tint niter fourteen years of missionary labor
and a brief visit, to Britain he went forth again to
his exile In Africa, determined on openiug the
whole field to science, commerce aud religion.
That is the right interpretation of his devotion.
He is higher than any of the noble company of Af-
rienii explorers, for he Is like the dovo of the ark
returning with the olive branch in his mouth, bear-
tug the message of God's love to sinful men, besides
urduouslv laboring In the interests of civilization.
Tills last Journey possesses a deep interest hom tho
fact thiit for two years Dr. Livingstone haiR been
lost In tho untravcrsed wlhls Africa. 1 hat his hab
been given over by many as the victim of his own
devotion and self sacrifice, and that bythe most
unexpected means he has been brought to light.
'1 here Is hardly room left for doubt as to his PreB®^safety. And when wo remember that all this nas
been accomplished not by the government of a
powerful country nor bv means of the Royal Geo¬
graphical Society, nor through the generous Im¬
pulse of a Christian people, but by
THE SAGACITY AND ENTERPRISE OF A SINGLE ORGAN
oi the press, It certainly opens our eyes to the pos¬sibilities of the future aud to the
of Individual as well as collective and
national undertakings. We
have further confirmation of these Joyrultilings. We hope to hear of the safe arrival of
tho "old mau with the white beard," and we rejoice
In the honors In store for htm. And we arc sure
that the noble and chivalrous conduct of those who
have engaged in the sea: eh for Livingstone will re¬
ceive no stinted meed of praise at the hands of all
who are Interested in tho Christian civilization of
11
The question arises in the minds of many, "What

is the us . or a man like Livingstone exiting him¬
self to such sufferings and dangers? Is It right for
nny cue men to undertake herculean tasks like this
that, promise little or no good in hlu HfttimcV We
know there lurks In the minds of manythe suspicion that the praise bestowed uponLivingstone is extravagant; that Livingstone is a
fool to expose himself to such hardships for all the
good he can do. They do not sec ihAtastho
pioneer of Christian civilization his work cannot be
loo highly valued. We should remember that If
t tie African missionary is thus to be depreciated or
condemned, on the same principles we have to de¬
nounce not a few who are now highest in the
world's admiration. Mr. Mitchell then proceeded
to give a few notable examples of men who strug¬
gled for the attainment qf an idea, and who, hav¬
ing won it, conferred Immeasurable benefits on
mankind. We regard, he continued,

THE SEARCH FOR LIVINGSTONE
.and his discovery as very Important andI significant

events. Had the Intelligence been authenticated
that he was murdered in cold blood by savages, or bad
become the prey of wild beasts or .'mobmbtd t j
fever or starvation, who can tell what a depressing
Influence this would have had upon commercial and
missionary enterprise ? The news of his recoveiy,
tho knowledge he will disclose concerning th.
geogrnpliy, the climate, the soil, the races, the
manners and customs, tho religions or Africa, can-
not rail to advance tlio Interests of education, of

CT"CrKe..'"^0«VnU.m°ai inon proc-M to wot
©f th/taturo of Arit.-o. wliloh ho.to 'a glow-Intr colors and advocated a united itlort of tlio
Churches to send oat more men like Livingstone.
nhvsieal as well as theological doctors.to the nils-liiiiiarv Held of A If Left* He concluded with an up-
peal for liberal and prayerful sympathy with foreign
missions-

EIGHTEENTH STREET METHODIST EPISCO¬
PAL CHURCH.

BUiiop >VUey on the Divinity nml Power
of the Gospel.

Rev. Isaac W. Wiley, who was recently elected
Bishop by the Methodist Conference, delivered a
discourse In the above named church yesterday
morning, The church was comfortably flllod. The
speaker took his text from the first chapter of 8t.
rani's First Epistle to the Ihessalonlans."For our

gospel hath not been to you In word only, but in
power also and In tho Holy Ghost and In much as¬
surance ; for you know what manner of men we
have luteu among for your sakos." St. Paul, said
the preacher, had travelled through Asia Minor and
was about to go farther to the East, when a man

appeared to him In n vision and commanded him to
go to Macedonia. had not been long here when
he was bound and put in the stocks. I sometimes
think that

PACT. MIGHT TIAVK REASONED
and doubted, us we are accustomed to reason and
doubt, whether the vision had not been an illusion.
But no such misgivings entered his mind. It turned
out to lie the opening of the door for the Introduc¬
tion of Christianity into Europe, and the fame
went abroad of the wonderful men that were turn¬
ing tlie world upside down. Paul at length stole
away to Thessalonica. A mob was there to meethim and oppose him, yet he erected there one of
his first chinches. And when he had left this placodoubts and strifes and difficult questions arose, and
he wrote to them. He did so In a peculiar manner.
He does not enter Into a learned argument to show
that the Gospel la divine. No; he appeals to them
to remember

WHAT THE GOSPEL nAS TONE.He says to them, you remember the contentionsthat arose when the Gospel came, it came with
power accompanied by the Holy Ghost. This Is Ids
met hod of proving to doubtful minds the divinityof < h-v-t's Gospel. There is no better method. Todoubling persons I would say, "Come; take thisGospel; let It enter into your hearts and you williliul out what it Is." There are three elements in itwhich carry conviction of Its divinity to the mind.viz., Its power, the Influence of the Holy Ghost andthe assurance It brings to the heart. In our daythere is a laxity of belief regarding the form of thisGospel. We hear It said that It matters littlo whatIs a man s faith provided that Ids life is right. Youmight as well say that it matters littlo what kind ofa body a man lias as long as

HIS SOWL IS ALL RTOT1T.You might as well say that it makes no matterwhat kind of a ship a man sails In If he reachesLiverpool safely. It matters Immensely. Thechances are against the life being right, if the faithbo wrong. He that chooses to east away thatpart of the Gospel which appeals to man's feartakes aw ay so much of Its motive power. He w ho
takes away what appeals to the heart, robs it of so
much of its riches. It needs all. If St. Paul could
exclaim in Jils day, "this Is the Gospel; sec its
power," how much more can wo not exclaim the
same, since Its career from that time to our own
lias been ono of continued conquests. There was a
time when one man stood ugainst the world. It is
needless to say how soon the world was overcome
by the truth that fell from His lips. Old systems,
old philosophies,

the whole world FEf-bbefore It. Its power lies in Its truth. Nothing lias
oeeh fl&' Sciiitlnized. Kings have arrayed their
power against it, and it stands. Eighteen centu¬
ries hunting lor an error in it without finding one
demons) rates it to be true.
Another clement of its now er U In its authority.

It la not como, like Cicero, to plead with men, or,
like N:'u ca, to remod with thou, bat says "Thou
shult" uml "lhou shalt not." It cannot be other¬
wise, for the Holy Ghost is with tier. "I'll be with
you till the end of time,"said Christ. And the power
of the Holy Spirit lu with hor.the same that eume

thedown upon the apostles after Christ's ascension.
The Gospel would have t>eeu dead and hurled lung
ago were it not for this power.

TUB TitIKn ELEMENT
of the Gospel is the assurance that it brings- St.
I'aul, lu the text, means to say that we may know
the Gospel aud be assured of its truth. "We
have," says the immortal Wesley, "the sweet per¬
suasion in our souls." Then I say unto yousceptics, why stand out in the cold, when God is
ready to open forth to yon the treasures of ilia
Gospel, step into the broad, clear light of as¬
surance, that you may know and feel that you have
passed from death to life.

ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL.
Fine Music and an Instructive Sermon.
The Knowledge of God.Sermon by
Father Kcan.
The high mass at the cathedral yesterday was

celebiated by Father McNamee, Father Keaney act¬
ing as "master of ceremonies." The church was, us

usual, crowded to Its fullest extent by a well-
dressed and fashionable audience.

THE MUSIC,
which sometimes Alls St. Patrick's with a more
musical than religious congregation, was up to Its
usual Btundard. ....

Mn ^hmUz, the^ organist, whose overtures have
fftea directed the pious'mind from its theme of
thought, had the innsical programme for yesterday
admirably arranged; while Mesdaraes Chomf, so¬

prano, and linger, alto, together with Messrs. H.
Sehmltz, tenor, and B. Urchs, basso, must not be
forgotten, as to them belongs the honor of the ar.
tistio rendering of the music, to which mnst be as-
ci ibed the success of the programme. The music
yesterday was by Mercadante, in D minor, tor four
voiocs. At the offertory "Gloria Patri et Filio," ar¬
ranged from Haydn's Terzetto, was sung by
Mauame choind and Messrs. Schniitz and Urchs in
honor of the day the Church yesterday celebrated.
Trinity Sunday. Tiie "Sanctus" and "Agnus Dei"
were from liuhler, and were sung by the full quartet.Belore the sermon Mercsdante's "Voni creator".
which was the musical gem of the celebration.was
rendered by the full choir. Father Keau preached

THE SERMON,
previous to which he read the Gospel for the day,
which was tuken from the last three verses of the
last chapter oi the Gospel of St. Matthew. The ser¬
mon wus on the "Knowledge of God," and Father
Kcan propounded the subject substantially as fol¬
lows:.From time immemorial God has uiauilcsted
llimscll to men t luit tiiey might know Him, and to
know 111m was the object for which all meu were
creaied. 'J his is a doctrine which the smallest
child knows; for If you ask him what he was created
lor he will give you tiie words of his catechism.
"That 1 might know God, serve Him in tills world
and lie happy with Him forever in the next."
We love God in a direct ratio us we know Him;

if our knowledge of Him is small our love Is also
dwarfed: ff we know Him well and have been
taught or His inilnite majesty. Ifts Incomprehensi¬
ble majesty and His inscrutable mercy, wo must, as
a natural consequence, love Him more than our
less favored brothers who have not had an oppor¬
tunity of receiving the same light. Beiore the
word of God or Ills w orks were committed to books
for transmission to posterity Ho made Himself
known to man in many ways.first, by His appear¬
ance to Adam; next, by liis prophets, whom He
even invested with supernatural power, as
a most sensible means of showing man¬
kind His omnipotence, and last, but not
less forcibly, In toe person of Jesns Christ,, the only
begotten Son, through whom he showed the world
His Inscrutable mercy by permitting Him to be
iguomlnloiisly nailed to the cross for the redemp¬tion and salvation of mankind. God even now speaks
to us by the voice of animated nature. Let us look
around. All naturo seems Just springing into life,
and each tiny blade of grass tells a tale of an
omnipotent power which calls it into existence.

If wc look with carc at the many manifestations
which God every day places bciore our eyes under
different forms we cannot but admire Ills grace and
bounty, in doing which we learn to love llim more
and more, which gradually brings us to the object of
our creation and existence.God and eternal bliss.
a blessing which I wish you all, in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Ghost, whose feast we cele¬
brate to-day,

CHURCH OP THE DISCIPLES.
Mr. HepwortH'a Farewell Sermon for the
8eaion~Progrcis of the Preparation*
for the New Church.Sermon on Work¬
ing Together with God.
Mr. Hepworth preached yesterday morning his

last morning sermon of the season. The excite¬
ment, anxieties, wear and tear of the last few
months have told upon hint, and he is about to try
the effects of rusticity and quiet. The Hoard of the
Trustees for the new church arc:.Mr. C. L.
Anthony (chairman), 8. W. Fay, Judges Sterling
and Hilton, Mr. Fay and others. Several plots of
land are under offer to this Board, and it is ex¬
pected that in the course of the present week the
location of the new house to he built for Mr. Hep-
worth's ministry will be decided upon.
Mr. Hepworth's text was selected yesterday

morning from II. Corinthians vi., 1.We, then, as
workers together with Hlra." He said:.To feel
that we and God are worklug In the same vineyard,
that we are laboring for the same end, adds dig¬
nity and strength to tho heart. The peculiarity of
Christianity is that It reveals a God who not only
exorcises a watchful care over the whole world, but
also over each Individual. It Is this personal In¬
terest In ns which astounds us. We shall never bo
able to understand it. Our own estimate of our¬
selves is such that even the most conceited dandy
understands why God should oven give him a push¬
ing thought.

GREATNESS IS RELATIVE.
Milton, Shakspeure, Ciesar Mem to us to be great,
and worthy the notice even of angels, perhaps.But tuck lordly men bave no more right to culm
the sympathy of High Heaven than an ant who can
outdo his fellows and carry a larger grain of sand
than they has ti claim ou our sympathy. The greatest
is no more than the least belore God; for even our
greatness is littleness, is nothingness in His sight.
We shrink abashed from the thought that the Al¬
mighty should know or our existence or take any
note of what we do or say. And because we cannot
easily be persuaded of this Christ came and taught
us the Lord's Prayer. And when with bowed heads
we repeat tiiose holy words wditch give to luunan
nature all its heritage of dignity the glad con¬
sciousness steals over us that.

(iOI) CARK3 FOR V9
Just as we care for our children. Kaeh one of its,
even the poorest, Is a part of the family, and en-
Joys In some special way 1 tie parent's love. I puv
to each one of you, "Thou art tho man whom God
hears and helps." To yourself you seem to be a part,
of tho great world, and lost in tlie mass as a drop of
water is lost in great, ocean's bulk; but to Hlin yon
are known as n separate and special existence, to
be ministered unto by the angels and by the Holy
Spirit in some peculiar way.
You see that picture of Calvary and yon shudder.

The clouds gather heavy and dark. Thunder rever¬
berates throughout the heavens. The earth Itself
shakes as beneath the tread of a great army.The victim bows His head and dies. A
great sacrifice has been made. The Lamb
of God has been slaib. It is a horrid
picture, and you turn from It with horror that men
can be so hateful and so cruel: that, they can hate
the pure in heart and kill the Innocent. But. as youwalk thoughtfully away yon say to yourself, "There
must be a purpose in all tliis." It Is the deepest
tragedy of which history bears record. Yet it was
evidently done by the providence of God. For
what and for whom f The answer comes echoing
along the "corridors of time," "Thou art the mail.
It was all done for you, that you might find the
light and keep your feet in the narrow path and
reach heaven at last." And at that thought all your
gratitude leaps up in song.

URATITFDE.
Now, brethren, each one of us can do something

for God. Not one so poor but lie can help to bring
the kingdom of love a little closer to the earth. Not
one so lowly but he can add to the power of tho
Church, and become a preacher of the Word. Even
we who have gathered together to form a new
church of Christ have a part of the vineyard allotted
to us, and we must sec to it that we are not idle.
I cannot help speaking to you this morning w ith
especial gratitude for tho blessings we have re¬
ceived, for we are about t<> part until the autumn.
Tho labors of the year have pressed upon us with
unusual heaviness, and I need rest, si ill I would
not leave you for this reason alone. There
are other and sufficient reasons for giving
tip for a while, and with the hope of
beginning our work in the autumn
Willi renewed vigor. I cannot let the day go bywithout speaking of the circumstances in which
wc are placed. It Is hoped that before long we shnll
find the spot on which to build our church. We
have every icason to suppose this. When It shall
be accomplished you will be apprised of the fact.
And we Hliall push forward tho building with all
possible expedition, for we nil want a house. You
have stood by me nobly thus far, mid I hope you
will work for the cause through the summer
months. God grant the building may be partly up
by the time w c meet again I cannot speak ot tho
way In which this city lias received mo without
great gratitude. I broke away from tho

FRIENDSIIIFS OK TWENTY YEARS,ami now friends came around me at once, and New
Tork, with a gi-ncrotis sympathy which I can never
forget, gave me more than $100,000 with which tobegin our enterprise, while its ministers and thoseoi Brooklyn have been more like brothers (linnstrangers. Tho newspapers have given us theirwarm help, ami I shall not go too far in saying thatthe kindness oi the IIkiui.d In making our positionknown as n religious society to the religious world,and the charity ami generalriiendlinesa with which
we have been cheered In our woik by all the other
papers, will not lie forgotten so long us we have a
voice to say what the In-art. so deeply feels. Breth¬
ren, let us go ou with our work, ami may the good

Father blc our under..king «m recclre Mint.
Hia kingdom at last!

TBIMTTT BUTOAY OO. JOSEPH'S OH0EOB.
At an early hour yesterday a white-robed hand

or bright, happy-looking children wasi wen en
^lag the well-known edifice on Sixth av

celco communion ror the nrrt time. « -J .ceremonies were interesting and tmpreasiv .

;r-.r«i
Mother in Heaven, so, to the num

t,onuea wniteveW,'wreaths^and^^p^rop^late^badgei^^wcnt^lnnoTs'prij^ael^ adorned^th natund^flowers. One

srw.«.,tot5,,.r2 -»»"s,»rx». -2ssr^w^ss
feasor SwlckardL An address mrar^ up the ex.In his usual earnest, logl« .. J «

t the pastor,erolses, which were pros*fled ovi»r
Hhowed the

XTSSSTSiMKtwitrouna to.
young and pure.

BROOKLYN CHURCHES.
PLYMOUTH OHUBOHo

Mr. Beecher on "DdTig A. Yon Hnje .
Mlml To".A Sermon Abounding
Mimicry and Grnpblo IUu.trntlom-
Tl.e Vast Congregation All Smileii nn
No Tenra.Joy and Gladness All Round.
The strangers came yesterday morning to

Plymouth church "not In single file bu In bat-
tuilous," and long before the last chlmea ha
sounded or the bell-thc ceasing or the sound of
which gives the right to the ushers to fill the vacant
pews and cnslrs.the l.hhlc.
crowded with a throng that was Importunate for
admission. The vacant places were not so numerous
as usual, ror the pew-owners, with their families,
were largely represented. The ushers, however,
deemed bv instinct to know a Methodist delegate.Zmr.hic.1«.».>.ulady; and these were judiciously singled out a few
minutes before the general admission and
wfigned to eligible pewa. When all had beenSS tor whom seats could be found, there was
still a surging crowd at the
dltllcult to restrain Into alienee and the observance
of the proprieties usually observed In places of
worship. It was not until the conclusion of the
Blueing by Miss Lozer, the new soprano, of the
solo "How beautiful are tho feet or those wli
1M ing glad tiding.." m.i ..mctc. .u,,t»d.
was restored to make worship a serene delight
Mr. Beecher's subject was the liberty of the soul as

Velo?eMrlDBeechcrhalM)wrd1hlmBeU to b^wliat ln

i^}Lkms?rand was

gious; wdweMqnesUonwhetlmrHi5vg
u^the'e^a'of^hls amUenoe^wlt^mOTe wm^ctcd^beaming delight bi the same space of tlme.^The

.lts*asunder'fc| law »^ were

s?d=rin.?
.RC'£v.'iewh.^». %.£ss

sii.
fn^HSSE7.rm^^?i^ws¦SasSSSSSiESSS'SBsaifllneedier who set out to preach a great^ killing Her
mon, audfa 11e 11 to do it-got toitheend of It

mmMmmwas seen in what was called society. Jou see

P6oner anTth^areSg^oVo^he correct thing,
as they come in that tney are uvc»
with the thought of themselves. But yo

Dipirhand^ie^(Mr.nBeecherwalked"very° au-fmltatlng'thlB awkwardness, awaking a very
f
an-

£m In whorls ac g'!Bch^c(\s grace "in8ev'erv move-Is no awkwardness; there Is grace in c ^ o(. he

that Is quite charming,
evidently no fear ofTaw . it^ls ^'uicon^lousirffi and the

grace and the freedom come^because of
^ ^KeTrWeat departments oHmmaniM-the

W Ber a^nely^ d.^ty^youngnudner "K caro of a amgifcpsisimovements from first to last are
QUITE KIDICl'M)r8. I

Yon go a few mouths after to that same station and
you s-e this sume recruit transferred Into an
orderly; you see him sent us an orderly to deliver
n message, and you notice with what grace he gives
the i uluto to his superior officer, and how every
muscle of his body is in strict and prompt obedl-
eaee to his will, aiul how they move with a free¬
dom that Is quite unconscious. Take another
illustration in the realm of mind. Look at a boy
learning to play a violin. Mr. Beecher here imita¬
ted the awkward holding of the violin, the unscien¬
tific bowing of the first lessors, and then, with a
mimicry that was quite startling In Its exactness
to the original, showed with what grace, with what
ease, that youth, after a long series of lessons,
played so gracefully that, ho knew when and how
to lraw his bow for the lighter and the bolder
music, and to do each in such a way that he seemed
to do It with the unconsciousness 01 breathing. The
moral illustration was taken from the condition of
a boy who had been brought up to regard Mag,
thieving and deceit the right thing to do, and to
do it cleverer than any other boy, and the long,
weary time that It took for that lioy to rid himself
of the habits of his youth; but how by and by the
royalty of truth developed Itself, and Ills charac¬
ter grew to be in the condition of a t ruth-speaking,
upright, honest boy. It was in tills way we saw
what was the mystery of that passage we read in
the lesson where Christ said, "Take my yoke upon
you;foTmy yoke 1h easy and my burden is light."
See how the young bird learns to fly;
how it tumbles on ono sldo when it gets
a iittlc way above the ground; then It
gets a little' higher, but It finds flying very
hard work; it makes a more ambitious ellort, per¬
haps, in search of food, nnd gets on the mid-most
branch of tho tree; then It flics to the higher
branches, and If It were not

SCARED BY TflB COrSR
4t wo Id fly above the trees; by and by It gets over
the sc i;, and flies above the entanglements of the
thicket, and then how it soars I So should men do
In their Christian life. They should get above the
eui .nglemcnts of their worldly alliances, and tney
would live In the same unconsciousness Qf law,They should live their life as we go
to slpep; we don't think abont the hours
of siecp when wo go to rest. I go to bed on
gen rat principles. It. Is thus that wo become a law
unto ourselves, and this Is what Is meant by It. You
get an nceouutant to look at your books; you see
him poring over the columns and muttering to him¬
self "Two and two, three and two are Ave," and turn¬
ing up his hand to count his lingers. Why, how long
would you keep that man. (Laughter.) You smile
at that in nrltmnetle, but that Is Just w hat you arc
In giace. Y'ou ore just as much a Christian us that
man Is an accountant who does uot know his busi¬
ness. draco don't spread pvor you like the
branches of a green spreading tree on a sultry day;
grace should be In you spontaneous and automatic.
It should live In you. There was u mother In Israel
once who used (o hear mo preach, and she was a
great comfort lo me. When I was pathetic she
used to weep; when I wns encouraging she looked
so bright nnd happy that I felt quite certain 1 w as
gettlpg along quite well, but I learned that when
she got home she was a shrew, and that spoiled It
all. You must not leave any opening for the as¬
saults ol the devil. You must, as the apostle says,"put on tlie whole ammr or God." Why men
fail so much In their Christian life Is because
they have seldom had a widened cultivation oftheir graces; they are content with ono or two, nnd
don't rise to a resplendent fervor. What would
you think of a musical tnstiument that wanted
winding up every teu notesr The perfection of this
organ, as

Mil. ZINPBLI#
knows, is the unity on which It Is built, and, as lie
-knows well, tlie harmonious combination of tho
stops. Let the momentum of your life towards
goodness develop Itself; you'll make jpi .}-takes no doubt.you'll make those any¬how.but you will make rower l»y giving
your life Its freedom than yon will bycramping It. A number oI illustrations here fob

lowed on the freedom of the development of the
natnreof children; ou growth in goodness; and
then Mr. Beeclier said:."I believe iu the law that
gave liberty to the slave, but I don't think tho
slaves are free. They have never learned the law
of freedom; they will not leurn It in tills genera¬tion. A body of five millions of men, who liave
spent their Uvea in bondage and barbarism,c.innot In a single generation release them-
Btslvcs from thft effect8 of th6 vtoo and
barbarism consequent thereon. It will take a
generaMoon to lead tliern Into the light. But It la
not the blacks alone that are not lu the enjoymentof this law of liberty. Yon may chant und slug yourhymns on the Fourth of July as much as you llae,but you are slaves, and bound slaves, too, if you are
under bondage to Iniquity." The sermon, which
tvuh long, but not for a moment wearisome, not one
of the vast multitude moving awuy from Ills or her
plaoe, was concluded by a practical application
alter which the hymn commencing

One army of the living Ood
was sung with a vUa, and the benediction pro¬nounced.

WORSHIP AT THE ACADEMY.
Bishop Bowman's Sermon Yesterday

Afternoon.
Rev. Dr. Bowman, one of the new bishops elected

at the Methodist General Conference on Thursday
last, delivered the sermon at the Academy of Muslo
yesterday afternoon. Dr. Bowman, who Is also
President of Indiana Asbttry University, led the
ticket at tho election in the Conference, and a great
crowd assembled in the Academy yesterday to
listen to bis flrst sermon as lilshop. Delegates to
the Conference and many ladles wore seated upon
the stage. The private boxes were also filled.
At half-past three o'clock Bishop Bowman opened

the services by announcing a hymn. Chaplain.
Lozler led the singing. Rev. Mr. Gill, of Pennsyl
vania, followed in prayer, and Bishop Harris read
a portion oi' the Scriptures.

TUB 8EKMON.
Bishop Bowman's text was from 8t. Luke xlx.

10."For the Son of Man Is coutc to Beek and to
save that which Is lost." This Is emphatically an

age of facts. Sin is a fact.a fact Just us distinctly
marked in the experience of the human heart und
In the history of the human race as any fact in the
physical universe, it Is everywhere. Its Influence
and Its power are felt everywhere. Sin Is here
In this multitude to-day. Stu meets us at every
step tu our course in life.upon the public highways
anil the private bypaths of life.and if their is a fact
auywheie recorded upon tho pages of history and
experience of the race it is the fact that siuf with
its terrillo consequences, is everywhere abroad in
our world. It is not merely a doctrine taught in
this blessed book; it Is not merely a truth which is
presented by divine Inspiration for your und my
acceptance, but it Is a stem fact that meets us
everywhere, where the Bible lias been und where
the Bible has never been.where men have never
heard of this blessed revelation.
God made man originally perfect and upright,

and In ills own image. He gave to man tliut tear¬
ful power.that human freedom.and He left It for
man to say in the exercise of that freedom whether
he would obey God and live forever or disobey Hiiu
and perish. In the exercise of this po\> er man
chose to transgress, and thus sin entered the world,
and death by siu and all our woe. Until ptillosophy
could lurnish a better scheme than tuat In the
Bible, the preacher said, those people were bound
to udruit the one contained in this book. In the
Scriptures aloue wo found tho remedy for sin.
Jesus came to "seek and to save that which was
lost."
Christ dwelt in human nature and made atone¬

ment for the sins of the world. The speaker could
not tell how he did it, but accepted It as a simple
fact. This met the demands ol his spiritual nature.
It went out with God and God came Into bis
sonl, and lie knew for himself that he was In inter¬
course with the Father and Son. lie would ask young
people to say front the Bible, as they had been accus¬
tomed to read, what was the great central under¬
lying truth In the Old Testament. He would ven¬
ture to say that every one would answer that it
was substitutionary oM'ering.the oil'criug of sac¬
rifice. Jesus died us any other human body
died, and His soul and body were made a sacri¬
fice for sin. Glory be to God for the atonement of
our Saviour. Theie we e souls every where yet to be

which issaved. "Seek and save that which is lost." It Is
not the work of the Christian ministers alone. It
Is your work, fellow citizens. You Christian men
und women here.to whom I never spoke beiore,
and to whom in all probability I shall

NEVKH SPEAK A (IAIN ON EARTH.
I charge it upon you that it is vonr work. They are
perishing, arid you must save them, as yoit value the
precious salvation that your Saviour lias brought
you.

ST. JAMES (R. 0.) CATHEDRAL
Charity, the Foundation Stone of the
Chrlirtlan Edifice.Sermon by the Rev*
Father Sheridan.
The lmportauce of the great mystery of Christian

belief commemorated on "Trinity" Sunday, im.
pressed itself In an added fervor and emotional
character in the devotional services in the Brooklyn
Catholic churches yesterday. At the Cathedral the
Rev. Father Kiely, as celebrant, sang a solemn high
mass, while the Rev. Father Sheridan delivered the
lesson of the day's gospel selections, especially
chosen by the Church, and drew the attention of the
faithful both to the authority of tlio Church and
the purpose of Its foundation. Two gospels
embodying this instruction are rend iu the rubric
for Trinity Sunday, the one containing the Dlvlue
commission given the Apostles "to teach all things
whatsoever I have commanded you," and the othor
restraining the assumption of personal supremacy
that might be engendered from the authority thus
granted, with the caution, "Bo mcrolful, as your
Father also is merciful. Judge not, that ye be not
Judged." The reverend preacher selected this point
for consideration, which he stated in substauco as

above, making the deduction therefrom that mercy
and charity furnished the real basis of all religions
belief ami practice. Christ's life was an idyl
of charity and indulgence toward others, a thirty-
three years' lesson of mercy. This Is the first pre¬
cept of his teachings, the mere neglect of Its prac¬
tice constituting a grievous sin. while positive op¬
position is a heinous offence. To Injure the prop¬
erty of a man is a crime, which society makes
punishable in a serious way; but to attempt to de¬
prive him of (lod's gifts, his credit and reputation,
is to assail the Almighty in His personal preroga¬
tives. Calumny is thus one of the greatest of
human slus. The reverend Father then proceeded
to show how detraction did not always requirewords to fill up the measuyp of guilt
or injury, but was frequently insinuated
by lnnendo, in a shrug, or a movement of the eye¬
brows, or a compromising smile; and in the use of
t lie feminine pronoun in tills portion of bis dis¬
course, the preacher seemed desirous of pointing
this particular moral for the benefit of the softer
sex. Continuing, he said man is so constituted
us to require the protection which the Almighty has
thus sought to throw over his weaknesses and
frailties, in order that he may have a fair oppor¬
tunity to act up to the requirements und obli¬
gations of his place in tlie great scheme
of existence. The evils resulting lroiu calumny,
lu the disruption of households, were pointed
out, where, perhaps, snch calumny was merely the
result of careless speaking.or an effort to please in
society l>y brilliant observations or smart criticism.
Detraction often resulted, too, from the misinter¬
pretation or an exaggeration of the thlug said,
where, the quality of malice being wanting, there
was some excuse, but where anger or a spirit of Re¬
prisal entered in the responsibility was great. Re¬
garded apart from the divine command, human
society would for its own protection support this
view of the evil of detraction, but, Judged in Its
supernatural consequences, it is fatal io the
soul's salvation. It Is a sin, too, that
is common to both good and bad.
These acts of rebellion against the
Divine will strikes us as belug of that character, but
this has the endorsement of society, givingpiquancy to drawing room talk, and seldom car¬
ries any sense of remorse. The very host peopleapparently think they have a right to sit In Judg¬
ment upon their fellows for tlielr own splrltu.ilconsolation. They seem not to remember that
wjtlj their light words of detraction they AM sow¬
ing sparks A? lire that liifty at niiy time bring about
a conflagration, the damage resulting from which
Is beyond calculation. Thus the obligation of mak¬
ing reparation for all the harm they have caused
Increases the difficulty of obtaining for¬
giveness. Our conversation should be framed
so that we may not rail into this evil
way, wlillc we should endeavor to culti¬
vate a spirit of charity in our hearts that would
prevent us lapsing thoughtlessly into this sin. fit.
Augustine had inscribed over his table, "Let those
who would injure their neighbors not cat here."
The discredit which the tale-bearer of our school
days obtained shows the natural instinct which is
at the same time the Christian principle. That de¬
traction Is to be carefully guarded ugalnst, not¬
withstanding that society Is more tolerant of the
calumniator iu manhood than the more innocent
feeling of the child permits. Our safety in this re¬
spect is only to lie lound In an humble imitation or
Christ's example, and an earnest effort to follow
out Ills teachings, bearing in mind that of all tlm
qualities which adorn the human mind the greatest
Is charity.

NEW JERSEY CHURCHES.
H0B0KEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Sermon hy Rev. J*m«i Mnrslinll on the
Constraining Lot* *>t Christ.

The above-named church had been without ft j»as.
tor for a whole year, when Dr. Marshall M7'.ved front
Troy, a few weeks ago, and was dulr *anstulle<l. 'I he
new'pastor Is considered a V',, improvement on
his predecessors In energy (,nd eloquence, lie is
already determined .'.Vher that the present Inado-
oua'e church be sold and subscriptions raised

to erect a new one, or that the present banding
must be considerably enlarged. One by one the
members of the congregation who hare not been
very punctual of late are returning, and promise to
co-operate with Mr. Marshall. lie preached yester¬
day from II. Corinthians v., H."For the lore ot
Christ constraiueth us." a word m regard to the
history or this pa sage, he said, win indicate Its
Import. Paul had been

PREACHING AT ATHENS.
A man, IHonysius by aami, and a few women wers
the only fruits or his ministry. Paul had accommo¬
dated his preaching to the tastes of bis hearers, who
were rich, learn *d and phllosoplilcal. They would
only listen to brilliant th ought and dazzling rheto¬
ric. Their cultured tastes sought gratification la
the discussions of the schools. They spurned evis¬
ceration* of their own wicked hearts, because they
rebelled against any aggressions upon the Idols of
their wot ship. It was far from the plain Injunctions
of Jesus Christ to yield to the demands of such un¬
renewed hearts, as Paul accommodated himself to
their tastes, -

HIS ATHENIAN MINISTRY
"

?£!? .cces3ful. This fact may explain why honever wrote a letter to the Athenians. We navebis letters to the ttomans, to the Rphesians, to the
u<?i0Xi?n^ Ao-' but none to the people of Athens.Sthuman experience changed ids preaching i
L°ho S"rlutA, . preached a crucified Saviour.£ m

ln 0!lrlst must furnish spiritualfood for eternal Ufe, nut a mental banquet ror tem-poiury pleasure. This doctrine of a crucifiedbu\ .our was lie glory or the new faith, and manyConverts flocked to the new standard, 'rho sneakerpictured Paul ainoug the hetci ogeneous m.isses ofCorinth preaching Christ with such an unctuouszeal that enemies charged him with pride andmadness, which he met with
THE PLEA OP THE TEXT,

"For the love of Christ coustralneth us." The sub¬
ject divided itself Into three questions. First
What Is the love of Christ ? Second.How Is It
manliest id ? Third.How does It constrain usf
The first question was answered by setting forth
Christ's divinity as the pivotal point of the sohcine
of grace, growing fresher under all resea ch by
friend or foe. The scriptural argument and the
results of human experience in favor of Christ's
divinity revealed the madness of pointing the
sinner to Christ as a mere man or simply a grand
example. It would be playing with human
anguish and trifling with the heart's despair. The
speaker ran parallels between Christ s manhood
and Godhead. No stronger motive can actuate a
man than love for such a being. The value of some
controlling fni ce In man was illnstiated In men of
art, science and business. Ho deep was the prin¬
ciple of love In Paul that suffering kept him on
the grave's brink and faith surrounded htm with

THE ATMOSPHERE OP HEAVEN.
So, In all Christians, love for God ln Christ Is vital
to faith, to purity, to power, to progress. Tho
second question was answered by tho contrasts of
Christ enthroned In heaven and dismantled of
glory on earth; in the assumption of human nature
and in the sacrifice lor sin. Thus, sin is destroyed,
Christianity is true, and Heaven pours forth bless¬
ings for time and eternity. Third.How are we con-
stiainea by the love or Christ? Tne points illus¬
trating this portion of the subject were, first. by
the indwelling power of the Holy spirit; second, by
familiarity with Christ's history, doctrines, denun¬
ciations of sin and encouragement. Ignorance of
the iilblo produces infidelity iu the head and irro-
ligion in tho heart; third, by having an aim la
lite, and fourth, by s-'eking to enjoy that love.
Space will not permit of even a hint at the full,
practical Illustrations ol all these poiutB. Among
others was the fo'lowlng:.During the war, when
our gunboats were running

THE CONFEDERATE BATTERIES
at Vicksbnrg, a cannon ball crashed through the
wheel house of a steamer and swept the mangled
remains of the helmsman Into the river. Imme¬
diately another soldier Jumped to tho wheel, with
Ills eye ou the point down the river. Crash came
the bulls, but lie was Havcd, and the gunboat
reached the goal. What constrained the exntidtloa
of such heroism ? Was it love of duty ? Was it love
of country ? Such may be true. Home spirit actu¬
ated Engineer Simmons, who went down with his
engine at the New Hamburg disaster. Such exhibi¬
tions of loyalty to duty dignify human nature and
Illustrate what men will do when by fear or daring
their souls are fixed on some dei.nite purpose.
Borne other power must sanctity the nature capa¬
ble of such noble acts. Let the lease of Cod's Spirit
bear upon the heart; then renewed, the true Chris¬
tian will have his lund at the wheel ol life, steering
for heaven. The guns from spiritual iocs may
crash through earthly joys and hopes, but ruin Is
Impossible while his eye Is on man's welfare and
God's glory.

GLEN COVE, L. L, SERVICES.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL OHUROH.
Dr. Brooks, who has been long known In the

Middle and Western States as an able divine,
preached yesterday morning In the Methodist
church. He is also known as chairman of the
memorable Methodist Book Committee from 1370 to
1872. As a preacher he is calm and dignified, and
conveys at once the belief that all tuat is said la
from the deepest convictions of ills own soul. His
text yesterday morning was from Acts, xx., 24.
"But none of these tilings move me; neither count
I my lifo dear unto myself, so that I might finish
my course with joy, and the ministry which I have
received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of
the grace of God."
He said that there were two faults prominent la

the Christian life which were directly opposite In
their character. The one was to look too much to
ourselves, watching the symptoms of our own

spiritual health and looking to see if there was any¬
thing in our lives and character which would Jus¬
tify Joyous hopes of heaven; like an invalid, con¬

stantly standing before a mirror and looking at
himself to see how he was getting along, instead of
taking the necessary remedies and exercise to se¬
cure health. Such an examination always led to un¬
happy results, and if Indulged in too much always
tended to discouragements. It was very much as
with Peter, who, as long as he kept his eyo
o 'the Saviour, he was safe, but when
he looked to himself, and then to the raging billows,
ho began to Pink; so if we look only to ourselves
we shall fiud the way heavenward a toilsome and
weary way. On the other hand, we ought to look at
ourselves, sometimes. Just as a man would look in
a mirror before going out to engage In the active
duties of life, or as a sick man would examine care-,
fully his own symptoms to see how the remedtee
were working. So we ought always to criticise our¬
selves much more severely than when Judging
others; Indeed It was hardly ever profitable to
Judge others at all; but we ought to have at limes
strict heart examination to see that we are not
retrograding. Many times Christians might bo so
active in behalf of others as tp be nrieonsclouly
losing ground themselves. There are certain Chris¬
tian graces to be perfected, and this is our work
here; this Is the course we have to run. Paul re¬
ceived this ministry from the Lord Jesus, but no' *o
him only, but to all them who are called; to ue
humblest he assigns a Hie work. We all, therefore,
have a course over which we ure to p.vss in our re¬
ligious life. When a person is first converted, lie
Is only just beginning; nay, further, when entirelysanctified he was Just beginning to grow; to be el-
tlrely sanctified was to improve when the
defilements of slu were removed, Just is
a child that had been sick, when curel,
was Just in a condition to grow to tke
stature of manhood. We inay not know how
far we are to improve or how long, but no doubt
It win continue thus through eternity. Whatever
else God may have for us to do in tho world, ;ha

tako care of our
for one soul at

r Again, thire
is a service for ns to render to others; thougl a

child, God had a place find 2 mission, and that veil
performed would lead, under HIS
greatest results. God has, then, a ministry lorall;
it Ih already marked out; Christ assigns us each
onr work. Hut wo spend too much tints in
looking around to find some great work, In¬
stead of doing the ilttlo which Is now before
US. If we would oftener do the little duties of life
and labor on, even though it should be "little and
unknown," the results will show that these dine*
In eternity are themselves Infinite, because they
take hold on eternity. Again, we ure to testl(jr of
what we Know; a witness has to testify of what he
has positive knowledge, not what he has heard
about. This text Iu the original conveys the idea
of knowing all the way through, from tho A Be of
experience to the end. When Christian spoke or
the grace of God able to save it was not boasting,
nny more than he who had been a beggar, and h.ui
been fed and clothed and made an heir, would say
of bis benefactor, "He did everything fur me." If we
thus stood in our lot and place to do the work
assigned us and to finish our ministry there would
bo the completion of the christian character.1"To
the full stature of men In Christ Jesns." Not to bo
as great as Christ, but to stand complete In Him.a
man of small stature could bo as complete us one of
a larger stature. Why may we not, then, reuder as
complete a service us an archangel f It may not be
as great, bat It may be us complete. Another re¬
sult win be that It will he a finished work. If your
work is not done for to-day it will never he done.
The work of yesterday, If incomplete, can never bo
finished, lor to-morrow will have Its own
work and the present calls for the dis¬
charge of the duties of tho present. If
the past Is not right, all we can do is
to usk pardon of Christ and forgiveness, and then
look very Carefully for the future. This was Paul's
rourse, and when he looked backward he could
sn> boldly, "1 have fought a good fight; 1 have kept
the faith;" and us he looked lot-ward he could trust-
lugly JCV, "flencetprtlv there Is laid up for me a

crown oi* Hie. Arid be, rtom his high seat in glory,
waves backward io ;:J who toll in life's slonoy
scene the blessed assurance, .. Artii not to tnc omj,
but to all them thai love His appearing." Oh, insy
we so run this ra< .», so finish this course and so

keep this faith that we may prove ourselves more
worthy of that great reward!

else uoa nmy have lor us to do in I
flrsi tldng or all opipji s ts for us to tak<
own Hfty, We dire all responsible f
least, and if we lose that we lose all.


